15.2.18
Dear Friends: Peace!

Joy!

Love!

We just had the closing ceremony of our Rev Father Abraham Memorial Winter Scholarship
program for the poor children last Monday on the 12th Feb, 2018. Children took part in
many activities such as Square Meter Vegetable gardening learning, Spoken English, English
reading, dancing, singing and basic computer learning etc. During the closing ceremony, the
children put up a short entertainment program with dancing, singing, and performing on
short funny skits

The program ended with a feast of steaming hot rice, dal and chicken curry for all the
children, their parents and the staff. We were fortunate to have the presence of Fr Kevin SJ,
Headmaster of SAS and Secretary of SOJASI Managing Committee as our Chief Guest. He
gave his blessings to all and blessed our food too.

This winter was extremely cold. (It is still chilly.) During those cold days we could provide hot
rice, dal and curry to the children. Thanks to you all for your generosity and kindness.

As usual, we are facing problems with water shortage since last December. As a result we
have not been able to sow anything in our gardens. The water we collected during monsoon
was used to nurture our vegetable plants sown last December. Usually around this time we
have rains but this time it is cold and dry without any rains. We are praying for rain so that
we may be able to put our vegetable seeds in the ground. All our neighboring places, like
Darjeeling and Sonada got rain and hailstones but not Kurseong.
Instead of sowing seeds, we have been making compost since the 15th of January. First of
all we need a lot of compost before we start planting seeds on the ground. Secondly, our
casual workers need work to survive. Our Late Father Abraham taught me to think and find
out ways to give meaningful work to the poor people. When we work together, educate and
give training to children and provide food for them, we are not just doing our work and of
course producing good food but more importantly we are building a community of human
beings

.

Swarswati and Bikash are taking care of the Compost program.

Our Provincial in his newsletter (Him Dhwani) of Jan-Feb stressed that what we are doing is
not important but we have to think why we are doing the things we are doing. I also agree
with him.
I have good news to give you. Fr John Wilfred Lobo S.J has been elected as the Provincial of
the Darjeeling Jesuit Province. He is the Co-founder of SOJASI with our late Fr Abraham S.J.
Fr Lobo is also the President of SOJASI MANAGING COMMITTEE. He told me about his vision
of merging SOJASI with SASAC. We will know about the details about the merger after May
this year. Hope and wish everything will be alright.
All the schools have opened now. In our Morning Star home, we have fourteen school going
children from class I to X. Among the fourteen, three will be writing their school finals in

March, and one will be appearing for grade XII exam in April this year. We have a total of
fourteen children (four boys and ten girls) and me, the big aunt! And this makes fifteen.
Our five young people Upashna Pakhring, Chogel Sang Sherpa, Priyanka E Baruwa her
younger brother Sachin James Baruwa and Prabin Justin Singh are working and getting
training in hospitality in different parts of India. We hope and pray that they have good
health and learn their trade carefully so that they can stand on their own feet and become
independent.
Thank you so much for your love, concern and generosity. Hope and wish all is well with
you too. As we enter into the season of Lent please remember us in your prayers so that we
become true to the call that the Lord has chosen for us in serving the poor and the
underprivileged of the hills of Kurseong.

With love and prayers,

Cecilia George

