14th Dec 2017
My Dear Friends:
Peace!

Joy!

Love!

Today I am very happy to share with you this very good news. There is a saying that every cloud has
a silver lining but I believe He who himself is Good News always puts golden lining for me through
your support and prayers.

Seven years ago, Upashana and her younger sister Isha were brought to me by their grandmother
who is a casual worker at sojasi. These two sisters were abandoned by their parents. A widow
grandmother couldn’t do much for them except give them love. With your love and support in my
heart I couldn’t say no to them. So they became part of our Morning Star family since then.

Upashana means “devotion” and she is a very dedicated, hard working young lady like her name
sake. Her childhood was very disturbing. She was never put into regular school. When she and
Isha came to our family, we put them for open schooling at Christian Brother’s school. They learnt
the basics of alphabets at the age of 9/7 years. Isha is still in open school. Upashana along with my
other children Priyanka Elizabeth her younger brother Sachin James, Chogel Sang finished their
grade ten, finished their hospitality course in hotel management. Upashana got placement in
Mangalore, Chogel Sang is in Siliguri, Priyanka Elizabeth will go to Trivandum in south India. Now
with lots of hope, they will be on their own two feet and support themselves and their families. And
this is good news for me. Thank you so much for giving me this good news and being part of it.

Another good news is that we were able to give training for two hundred village farmers this years.
Inspite of three months interruption caused by political strike we trained 140 farmers in April and 60
farmers in November this year. Somehow throughout this year I experienced the grace of
Emmanual! Praise the Lord!

Early this year we had water shortage from March to May. From June to early September we had
political strike. Nothing worked during these months. Schools were closed, shops, post office,
banks, transportation, internet, mobile and everything else was at a standstill. Food supplies were
scarce. Casual workers were hit badly. Somehow we managed and survived. I was worried for the
children. They were getting restless. You can imagine a house full of nineteen young children doing
nothing. We ordered chicks and mushroom seeds for SOJASI before the strikes but even after the
strikes were over we couldn’t get them. But the Lord heard our prayers and petitions. In November
everything was back to almost normal. Emmanuel! God be with us all always!

Empty Underground water storage

Added 10 more 1000lts tanks for water harvesting

Everyday life has started to resume slowly at SOJASI
May Baby Jesus bless you and us always! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Your sister,

