8.12.15
My dear friends:
Peace!

Joy!

Love!

Blessings of our statues of the Holy family and the Sacred Heart of Jesus: Fr David S.J. & sojasi staff
I’m very happy today for two reasons: First, today being the feast day of our Lady of Immaculate
Conception, we had the blessing of new statues of Scared Heart of Jesus and that of the Holy family
in the same old place where the old dilapidated statue of the Holy Family located in front of the
garden. Every time I walked into the garden I used to feel the absence of something that was quite
interior to me. In the course of time, I realized that it was the place where Fr Abraham always
wished to have a new statue of Holy Family that would remain as the patron of SOJASI and we could
work under the protection of this family.
Since the inception of these statues, we have been beginning the day’s work every day with a short
prayer before the Sacred Heart and the Holy Family. Here we pour out our hearts, share our joys and
lay our struggles. We are indeed indebted to our friends who visited us in October this year and
made it possible for us to celebrate this day. We are convinced that Fr Abraham continues to look
after us!
I’m sure the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Holy Family will bless all the people we serve – infants,
children, old and young, villages, forests, water sources, fields and animals in and around SOJASI
and all our friends and well wishers around the globe.
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The Blessing of Late Rev Fr Abraham’s grave on his 3 death anniversary: 28 August 15. We
had to wait for two years to let the ground settle before making the new grave.

(1)New Green House: A Blessing (2)Laila Khatun: a widow, mother of 9, (3) Winter Scholarship Progrm:
Tshering Sherpa & Augustin:
a very good & happy worker.
Laila’s children: Baby &Nazim
our first class builders.

We are happy to have her at SOJASI.

Khaun & friend Lucky Doma.

In general the year has been with lots of ups and downs for us. The weather has been very
unpredictable and unfavorable. During the sowing time there should have been some rain but we
did not have. As a result there was a shortage of water. Whatever harvested water we have, we use
it for our agricultural crops. Moreover, this year the monsoon prolonged till late September. This
led to destruction of vegetation on account of excess water and moisture. It was really disheartening
to our laborers from economically poor families. Due to too much of water, no square meter
gardening could be undertaken.
Even the mushrooms were affected on account of too much of moisture and low temperature.
This led to formation green fungus covering the cylinders killing spawn inside.
Finally there is good news from the “Mack and Beth’s” barn. After four long years and with one
miss- carriage, one of the two heifers gave birth to a female calf in May. Since then she has been
giving milk for seven months. Father Abraham would have said, “Alleluia! Rejoice”! So do we! We
rejoice and give thanks to the Lord for blessing our work!

Mack & Beth’s barn producing milk and calf: “Alleluia”!

This year we could sell a variety of bags made at Weaving Training Centre, SOJASI. Thanks again to
our friend-customers!

Weaving Training Centre: Weavers and buyers, both are happy!
Friends who visited us represent all our friends who love and support us in our work for the poor. On
behalf of SOJASI and Morning Star I sincerely wish to tell you how grateful we are to each one of you
for your support to our work in this part of Darjeeling. Without your prayers and support, we would
not have had the strength to move forward to meet the challenges of SOJASI. Though I have not
been able to write to you a personal letter, through this letter I wish to tell you that we have
received all your donations for the works of SOJASI and I sincerely thank you.

Morning Star:

May our Baby Jesus shower on all of us His peace! Joy! Love! - In our hearts, families & communities!

Merry Christmas to you all!

Your sister in India, Cecilia George

